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 At least for some growers, 
late frosts and freezes led to 
sleepless nights as they tried 
to prevent damage to preco-
cious-emerging buds and 
shoots.  Early budbreak had 
occurred for many Eastern 
and some Central Nebraska 
growers in late April because 
unusually warm weather in 
early April stimulated early 
budbreak.  Many approaches 
were employed to protect the 
tender young buds and shoots, 
including bonfires in the vine-
yards, use of airblast sprayers 
(with and without water) and 
sprinkler irrigation (see the 
UNL Viticulture Program 
website for details of how to 
use sprinkler irrigation for 
frost protection – remember for 
the irrigation to be effective, 
ice must be continuously freez-
ing on the vines until melted 
off in the morning by the 
warmth of the irrigation water, 
not by the air temperature 
going above 32◦ Although 
serious loss of primary buds, 
shoots, and in some cases sec-
ondary buds, have been re-
ported by several growers, 
mostly in Eastern Nebraska, 
Western Nebraska growers, at 
least at the time of this writing 
seemed to escape significant 
damage.  As can be often an-
ticipated, low-lying vineyards, 
frequently experienced the 
most serious losses (what is it 
the realtors say?  “Location, 
Location, Location!”) 
In spite of these reports of 
vine and crop damage, it ap-
pears that a majority of Ne-
braska vineyards received 
little to no damage.  Now if 
we can escape the ravages of 
hail, insects, diseases, wildlife 
and tornados, 2005 should be 
an excellent vintage.  As a 
reminder to those of you ex-
periencing frequent rain 
events, it will be critical for 
you to vigilantly pursue a 
strong program of fungicide 
applications, because excess 
moisture and humidity exac-
erbate problems such as Black 




Growing Season Begins with a Bang! 
June 25 field day near Hart-
ington will offer an introduc-
tion to growing grapes       
organically, a University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln viticulturist 
said.  The Field Day will  
begin at 9:30a at the Nissen 
Brothers Vineyards in the 
Bow Valley region of       
Nebraska near Hartington, 
said Paul Read, UNL viticul-
ture specialist in the Institute 
of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. 
Topics include an introduc-
tion to grape growing and the 
sensitivity of grape cultivars 
to sulfur, which is used as an 
organically certified fungi-
cide. Following the program 
at the Nissen Brothers Vine-
yards, participants will travel 
to Cuthills Vineyards near 
Pierce where they will ob-
serve mature vines and the 
Cuthills breeding program. 
Registration is $15 and     
Organic Grape Field Day Offered Near Hartington  
University of Nebraska Viticulture Program 
June / July 2005 Volume VIII, Issue 3 
Nebraska Vine Lines 
Meet the Board 
2005 NWGGA Board Members 
PRESIDENT: Max McFarland, 
43315 Road 757,Lexington, NE. 
68850, Phone: 308-324-5375, 
Email: mcfarlandm@unk.edu 
PRESIDENT-ELECT: David 
Hanna, 75137 HWY 283, Lexing-
ton, NE. 68850, Phone: 308-324-
6094, Email: dhanna@alltel.net 
SECRETARY: Deb Cox, HC2 Box 
23A, Mullen, NE. 69152, Phone: 
308-546-2853, calfcreek@neb-
sandhills.net 
TREASURER: Deb Barnett, 2865 
County Road I, Tekamah, NE 
68061, Phone: 402-374-2656, 
Email: usdwrbs@huntel.net 
PAST PRESIDENT: DeeAnn 
Hrdlicka, 12845 Birdsong Lane, 
Blair, NE 68008, Phone: 402-426-
0633, Email: birdsong@huntel.net 
1 YEAR BOARD MEMBERS:  
Rick Barnett, 2865 County Road 
I,Tekamah, NE 68061, Phone: 402-
374-2656, Email: 
usdwrbs@huntel.net 
Eric Nelson, P.O. Box 312, Ray-
mond., NE 68428, Phone: 402-783-
9110, Email: elnelson@alltel.net 
2 YEAR BOARD MEMBERS:  
Jackie Hopken, 845 Rd. East D So., 
Ogallala, NE 69153, Phone: 308-
284-6394, Email: 
southfrk@megavision.com 
Barry McFarland, 43315 Road 757, 
Lexington, Nebraska 68850, 
Phone: 308-324-0440, Email: 
bmfarla@esu10.org 
3 YEAR BOARD MEMBERS 
Karl Hesseltine, 11259 E. Ash Rd., 
Adams, NE. 68301, Phone: 402-
791-2232, Email: skhes-
seltine@diodecom.net 
Editors:  Dr. Paul Read, Professor of Horticulture & Viticulture 
Donna Michel, University of Nebraska Viticulture Program 
includes lunch. For more in-
formation about the field day 
or to register, contact Donna 
Michel at (402) 472-8747 or 
e-mail dmichel@unl.edu. 
UNL Extension, UNL Viti-
culture Program, the Organic 
Farming Research Foundation 
and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and Educa-
tion are- sponsoring the field 
day.  Directions: The location of 
Nissen Brothers is 3 miles north 
of Hartington on hwy 57 to 886 
road. Then 2 1/2 miles East to 
566 Ave, turn south onto 566 
Ave for 1/2 mile.        (End) 
   
 
Then continue on to Cuthills Vineyards 
Continued form Page 1 
Corporate Sponsor Ads 
Find out how you 
can become a       
Corporate Sponsor. 
Meet us all at the Nissen 
Brothers Vineyard on June 
25, 2005 at 9:30a 
Golden Hills RC&D are hosting 
the field day at the ISU Armstrong 
Research & Demonstration Farm, 
53020 Hitchcock Ave, Lewis, IA 
on Saturday, June 18, 2005. The 
farm is located just off of U.S. 
Highway 6 between Oakland and 
Atlantic. From I-80, you can get to 
the farm by taking either of the 
following exits: Avoca (Exit 40), 
Walnut (Exit 46) or Atlantic (Exit 
60).  
On U.S. Hwy 6 between M47 and 
Hwy 48, watch for a blue sign with 
“ISU Armstrong Farm” on it. 
Travel ½ mile south on 525 Street 
to Hitchcock Ave. (T-
intersection). Turn east and you 
will see the Wallace Foundation 
Learning Center on the next hill 
http://www.ag.iastate.edu/farms/
armstrong.html . On the same 
weekend, June 17-19, the town of 
Walnut will hold their annual An-
tique Walk that draws 40,000 peo-
ple. If you wish to stay over night 
to enjoy this event, consider lodg-
ing in Council Bluffs or Omaha. 
Continue to Page 4 
Missouri Valley Multi-State Grape Field Day 
 ISU Armstrong R & D Farm 
Lewis, Iowa—June 18, 
2005The Multi-State Grape Field 
Day is a cooperative program 
between Iowa State University, 
Kansas State University, Univer-
sity of Nebraska, South Dakota 
State University and Southwest 
Missouri State University. This 
year, Iowa State University Horti-
culture, ISU Extension, ISU Re-
search & Demonstration Farms, 
Wallace Foundation of Rural Re-
search & Development, and 
“The Field Day will 
feature the ISU grape 
cultivar research plots 
established in 2002 and 
2003.” 
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Treessentials Company 
Corporate Offices 
60 E. Plato Boulevard 
Suite 130 
St. Paul, MN  55107 
800-634-2843 
 
Viticulture technical information, bird netting, grow tubes,    
T-bands, Eagle Falcon netting installers. 
Top Ten Insects in Nebraska 
Chelsey M. Wasem and Freder-
ick P. Baxendale Dept. of Ento-
mology, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln 
 
The top ten insects that have 
been identified for Nebraska are 
insects that have recently been 
found in Nebraska vineyards 
either in large quantities or caus-
ing great amounts of damage.  
This list may vary greatly by area 
and grape cultivar, but can be 
used as a general guideline of 
what insects may be found in 
Nebraska vineyards.  
 
Visit the Viticulture Program  
Web-site for a full listing of all the Top Ten Insects in 
Nebraska. 
agronomy.unl.edu/viticulture/entomology 
Apple Twig Borer 
Grape Flea Beetle 
Climbing Cutworm 
Eastern Leafhopper 





Sphinx hornworm caterpillar 




Call Donna for 
prices! 
(402) 472-8747 
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Fabrication and repair for the food service industry 
 
• Hoppers and bins 
• Conveyors of all types:  belt, screw, pneumatic, incline 
• Piping and tubing installation including gas purged sanitary pipe welding 
• Tanks and mixers 
• FDA and USDA compliant work and designs 
• Organic experience 
• We rebuild and install used equipment 
• Large supply of material on hand 
 * Metal:  stainless steel, aluminum, steel 
 * Plastic:  UHMW plastic, polycarbonate 
 * Hardware stainless steel and steel 
Josh Weber,  
President 
455 Hwy 77 
Cortland, NE  68331 
SHOP:  402/798-8098 
CELL:  402/610-0960 




 Missouri Valley Multi-State Grape Field Day    ISU Armstrong R&D Farm Lewis, Iowa   (continued from Page 2)       
  
The Field Day will feature the ISU grape cultivar research plots established in 2002 and 2003 with grants from the Leopold Center for Sustain-
able Agriculture, and USDA specialty crop funds awarded to the Iowa Grape Growers Association (now the Iowa Wine Growers Association). 
The research plots are evaluating 30 wine and 5 seedless table cultivars at the Armstrong Farm and three other sites across Iowa [Ames 
(central), Crawfordsville (southeast), and Nashua (northeast)]. Progress reports in this activity are posted on the ISU Viticulture Home Page 
http://viticulture.hort.iastate.edu/home.html  . Exhibitors are being invited and a demonstration of various vineyard airblast sprayers is being 
arranged.  
Program:  
9:00 Registration at the Wallace Foundation Learning Center  
9:30 Tour of the research vineyards with discussion of the various cultural practices. Dr. Paul Domoto (ISU), and others from around the 
region.  
10:30 Demonstration of airblast sprayers in the vineyard  
11:30 Lunch (catered at Learning Center) and visit with the exhibitors  
1:30 Discussion of crop prospects around the region: Dr. Paul Read (U of Nebraska.), Eli Bergmeier (Golden Hills RC&D), and others from 
around the region.  
2:00 Calibrating vineyard sprayers for applying insecticides and fungicides. Dr. Paul Domoto, ISU  
2:45 Adjourn to Whispering Hills Vineyards near Carson, IA for a tour and tasting of the local wines.  
Registration: $15.00 per individual (includes lunch)  
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, June 15. Please register by completing the form below and mailing it with your check made payable 
to “Golden Hills RC&D” to the following address:  
Golden Hills RC&D  
Grape Field Day  
P.O. Box 189  
Oakland, IA 51560  
Registration questions should be addressed to Gloria Lyman, who can be reached via email at gloria.lyman@goldenhillsrcd.org , or telephone 
at (712) 482-3029.  
We look forward to seeing you on June 18, 2005  
 
Missouri Valley Grape Field Day Registration  
Iowa State University Armstrong Research Farm; Lewis, IA  
June 18, 2005  
 








Total Due = Number Attending_____________ x $15.00 per Attendee =  $_____________________ 
 
Please return with payment to: Golden Hills RC&D, Grape Field Day, P.O. Box 189, Oakland, IA 51560  
Reminder—NWGGA 
Membership for NWGGA runs form April 1, 2005 through March 31, 2006  If you have not yet 
renewed your membership, please do so soon!  We want you to get your full benefits of member-
ship mailings and events. 
Please contact Deb Barnett, Treasurer or Deb Cox, Secretary for any questions.  Contact info: 
Deb Barnett, Treasurer   Deb Cox, Secretary 
Ph: (402) 374-2656   Ph: (308) 546-2853 
bigcottonwood@huntel.net   calfcreek@neb-sandhills.net 
 
Membership mailing address:  Deb Barnett 
     2865 County Road I 
     Tekamah, NE  68061 
Fermenter’s Supply & Equipment 
  8410 ‘K’ Plaza, Suite #10, Omaha, NE  68127, ph 402-593-9171 
     www.fermenterssupply.com 
Your local source for winemaking supplies and equipment. 
We stock a complete line of  supplies and equipment, including: 
 
Sodium Meta-bisulfite Potassium Meta-bisulfite  Grape Concentrate  Fruit Bases 
Potassium Sorbate  Acid Blend   Tartaric Acid   Malic Acid 
Citric Acid  Ascorbic Acid   Calcium Carbonate  Grape Tannin 
White Oak Chips  Toasted Oak Chips  Yeast Energizer/Fermax  Yeast Nutrient 
Sparkliod  Bentonite   Isinglass    LC finings
  
Phenothalein  Sodium Hydroxide  Red Star Yeast–7 varieties  Crushers 
Lalvin Yeast – 5 varieties Wyeast Liquid Yeasts  White Labs Liquid Yeast  Presses 
Carboys – 3,5,6,6.5 & 14 gallon    Crusher/Stemmers  Drilled Soppers
 pH Meters  Airlocks    Corkers    Refractometers 
Wine Bottles – clear, green, cobalt blue, dead leaf green  Brushes  
Corks - #9, #8 & #7 Labels 
Books – many authors Shrink Capsules  - 7 colors Hydrometers    Vinometers 
  
Champagne Corks & Wires Special Order  Stainless Steel Tanks & Much More 
 
We care about the wine you make as much as you do.  We have been making wine for over 26 years from grapes      
and fruit. 
 
OREGON FROZEN BERRIES – orders due July 9, 2005 Delivery is mid August – blueberries, red raspberries, black 
raspberries, red pie cherries, red sweet cherries, blackberries, loganberries, strawberries, apples, rhubarb, and more!! 
 
We are located in Omaha, NE.  Coming through town on I-80, take the 84th Street exit, and go six blocks south to 84th & ‘J’ 
Sts.  On the west side of 84th St. is the ‘Just Good Meat’ butcher shop.  Turn into the butcher shop’s parking lot and go down 
the left side of their building.  There is another building behind them across the parking lot.  We are door #10 of the 14 bays.  
We are physically lower on the hill than the butcher shop, so you cannot see us from 84th St.  If you go down ‘K’ St., you will 
not see us either.  We can mail order most items to you.  
Map to: 
ISU Armstrong $ & D Farm 
Near Lewis, Iowa 
        
Roots.... 
…the foundation upon which we are built.  They 
serve not only to chart our past development but 
more importantly to nurture our future growth.  At 
TURNBULL NURSERY INC we feel this is just as 
true about our grapevines as it is about us.  Our 
strength is in our roots.  Here it is not just a saying; 
it is the focus of everything that we do.  
 
For a Grapevine Price List please con-
tact: 
TURNBULL NURSERY INC 
10036 Versailles Plank Road 
North Collins, New York 14111 
716/337-3812 






For Over  30 Years 
We have been working in the irrigation field for over 30 
years.  Our background includes low-volume irrigation 
(drip), residential/commercial, sports-fields/golf courses.  
We have fully stocked locations in Lincoln, Omaha, Grand 
Island, and Sioux City.  Our CAD design staff includes an 
Irrigation Association Certified Irrigation Designer (C.I.D.) to 
provide professional design.  We have the staff and the prod-
ucts to allow us the opportunity to EARN your business. 
 
Let us Use Our Experience to Assist You in Your needs: 
 
                                                  www.reams.net  
 OMAHA  LINCOLN GRAND IS-
LAND 
SIOUX CITY 
3625 s. 149TH  St 6001 s. 57Tth St. 453 Industrial Ln 1010 Gordon Dr 
Omaha, NE  
68144 
Lincoln, NE  
68516 
Grand Island, NE  
68803 
Sioux City, IA 51101 
 Double A Vineyards  
 10277 Christy Road  
 Fredonia, NY 1406 
             Phone: 716/672-9483 
 
Double A Vineyards is a family owned operation that is dedicated to supplying you with quality grapevines.  We began 
production in 1990 with a small number of cuttings and have grown to over two million cuttings this year.  We have in-
creased our variety list to over 75, with production of other varieties by request.  I have been involved in the grape indus-
try all of my life and would be more than happy to discuss varietal planting tips or cultural practices with you. 
Table Mountain Vineyards is opening in Huntley, WY offering wines made from Wyoming grapes, fruit 
and agricultural products.  It is Wyoming’s first full scale winery using 100% Wyoming products.  Its first 
wine release is its Raspberry Dessert Wine made from Wyoming Raspberry producers.  Goshen County, 
WY is home to over 30 growers and 15 acres of up and coming vineyards.  The tasting room offers its 
wines as well as other wines from around the country, food pairings, and private wine tastings.  The tasting 
room is located on the Zimmerer family farm approximately 2 miles from Lyman, NE and is open by ap-






University of Nebraska 
Viticulture Program 
377 Plant Science Hall 











It is the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln not to discriminate on the basis of gender, age, disability, race, color, religion and marital status, vet-
erans status, national or ethnic origin or sexual orientation 
 
REMEMBER—Future Forums 
2006—March 3 and 4—Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE 
2007—March 2 and 3—Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE 
2008—February 29 and March 1—Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE 
   
                           Sutcliffe Fence & Supply 
Vineyard, Orchard & Garden Supply 
21318 – 260th St. 
Mason City, IA  50401 
     E-mail:   netsnshade@netconx.net 
                                              www.sutcliffefence.com 




Bird Control Netting 
For Vineyards,  
Orchards and Gardens 
*  Protects grapes, fruits  
    and berries 
*  Lightweight – durable and 
    long-lasting 
 
¾” mesh and other sizes  
available – check the 
Tree Stakes Tomato Stakes Treated Posts & Poles 
Shade Cloth “knitted or woven” Crop Support Netting Cut Flower Netting 
Bird Control Netting Deer Fence Ag Curtains – “custom made” 
King Hitter Post Driver Pond Liners  Protect Tree Fruit, too 
Deer Exclusion Fences 




Monthly specials on 
Bird Control Netting 
and 
Shade Cloth – check the 
web-site for details  
November 5, 2005—Fall GrapeGrowers Workshop 
University of Nebraska Viticulture Program 
 
East Campus Student Union—Lincoln, NE 

